Impact of adversity on functioning and comorbidity in children with attention-deficit hyperactivity disorder.
Prior research on risk factors for attention-deficit hyperactivity disorder (ADHD) has shown that familial risk factors play a role in the disorder's etiology. This study investigated whether features of the family environment were associated with ADHD. One hundred forty children with ADHD and 120 normal control probands were studied. Subjects were Caucasian, non-Hispanic males between the ages of 6 and 17 years. Exposure to parental psychopathology and exposure to parental conflict were used as indicators of adversity, and their impact on ADHD and ADHD-related psychopathology and dysfunction in children was assessed. Increased levels of environmental adversity were found among ADHD compared with control probands. The analyses showed significant associations between the index of parental conflict and several of the measures of psychopathology and psychosocial functioning in the children. In contrast, the index of exposure to parental psychopathology had a much narrower impact, affecting primarily the child's use of leisure time and externalizing symptoms. A relationship appears to exist between adversity indicators and the risk for ADHD as well as for its associated impairments in multiple domains. These findings confirm previous work and stress the importance of adverse family-environment variables as risk factors for children who have ADHD.